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foundation. This co-operation revealed 
itself in very many ways and occasions, 
as for instance, in Mukden the governor 
voluntarily assumed the entire cost for 
erecting a special building. The commis- 
sioner for education presided at the meet- 
ing and emphasized the call for inquirers. 
China is clearly sympathetic with the 



Christian propaganda, and instead of the 
old official opposition, cordial, intelligent, 
and thoroughgoing co-operation is manifest 
at every point. Very thorough efforts are 
being made to follow up the work only 
begun at the campaign meetings, and to 
make it permanent. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



The Boy of High-School Age 

Bird T. Baldwin, professor of psychology 
and education in Swarthmore College, has 
thefollowing in substance, to say in Religious 
Education for April, relative to the moral 
and religious development of theboy of 
high-school age. 

Commenting first on the elimination of 
adolescent boys from the Sunday school, he 
mentions as some of the causes for the same 
on the boy's part, his failure to realize the 
need of moral and religious training; his 
feeling "too big" for the Sunday school; 
or, again his parents do not attend; his 
associates are not there; and on the other 
hand the aims and organization and methods 
of the Sunday school are not in harmony 
with the boy's particular needs at this time; 
you cannot change boy nature; the Sun- 
day school must be adjusted to the boy and 
freer and less conventional methods used. 

One great cause of elimination is the 
failure of the teacher to understand boys 
of this age. The boys' interests and feelings 
must determine methods. With the boy it 
is a time of the awakening of social instinct 
and of rapid growth in moral judgment, a 
time of visions and the birth of ideals which 
are likely to be as fleeting, temporary, and 
shifting as his own experiences. These 
conflicting attitudes call for patience, 
resourcefulness, and sympathy on the part 
of the teacher who should undoubtedly be 
a man who is acquainted with the interests, 
problems, and activities of boy life. The 
boy resents all efforts to be made good. 



His ideals and desire to co-operate afford 
opportunity for directing his good inclina- 
tions along the line of usefulness, moral 
action, and happiness. The teacher must 
use the social group tendencies which largely 
determine and control the boy's ideals and 
activities as moral educative forces. 

Sunday schools should not be graded 
according to chronological age, but on the 
basis of physiological age and social inter- 
ests. As a general rule, taller and heavier 
boys are further developed physiologically 
and mentally than their shorter and lighter 
companions. 

This first period of adolescence is one 
normally of emotional religious experiences, 
and of true moral awakenings which arise 
mainly from the social instincts of loyalty, 
co-operation, and self-direction. Reactions 
counter to moral development are therefore 
to be met, not by punishment or scolding, 
but rather the modification or substitution 
of new interests. The adult male leader 
should utilize the boys' group instinct and 
fondness for association, by organizing 
the boys into small clubs, in an unobtrusive 
way and on a substantial social foundation 
with a well-formulated purpose. The great 
success of the Boy Scouts movement rests 
in the main on its direct appeal to the spirit 
of loyalty, predatory interests, co-operation, 
and moral courage. 

Traveling Libraries for Ministers 

Many people suppose that the book 
education of a minister is completed in a 
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theological seminary. Few books, however, 
have a useful life of more than twenty-five 
years, and all of that period the book is 
becoming out of date until at last it may be 
considered defunct, so far as its usefulness 
in the study of theology is concerned. In 
the ministerial profession, quite as much as 
in the profession of medicine or law, it is 
absolutely necessary that the minister 
should read, and read widely, if he would 
keep his thinking in religious fields as fresh 
and vital as in the other phases of life. 
Education must be a continuous and never- 
ending process. Why is it that many a man 
who is considered brilliant in the theological 
seminary is never heard of afterward ? At 
least partly because he takes root in some 
remote field at a distance from intellectual 
advantages and associations, where, with a 
salary sufficient to cover only food, clothing, 
and the pressing necessities of a family, he 
stagnates intellectually, and to some extent 
spiritually. 

A solution of this problem has been hard 
to find, but a recent movement on the part 
of the American Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture to furnish traveling libraries for min- 
isters has been successful in meeting the 
needs of between sixty and seventy men 
during the past year. These libraries are 
arranged in different courses in groups of 
from ten to twenty volumes, and are sent 
out at the expense of the Institute, even to 
distant points, for a small fee. 

Printed matter such as accompanies these 
libraries has appeared in the Biblical World 
covering the courses, the last completed in 
the June number. 

At the urgent request of missionaries in 
east China, a dozen or more libraries have 
been placed in circulation there, and five 
more in west China. A call has come from 
Turkey and Japan for the same privilege, 
and also from the Hawaiian Islands. The 
work has been in progress now for more than 
two years, and the demand for libraries is 
increasing to such an extent that the Insti- 



tute has just inaugurated a campaign for a 
special fund for the purchase of libraries. 
The fee paid by the reader pays only the 
expense of circulating them. 

We see no reason why this important 
enterprise should not receive generous sup- 
port from those who are interested in help- 
ing men, in whatever out-of-the-way corners 
of the earth they may be placed, to keep in 
touch with current thought, and perhaps 
to equip themselves for larger, and in some 
ways more rewarding fields. 

Wanteds— A Ministry That Grapples 
-with Men's Actual Needs 

A Toledo minister sent out to 1 20 of the 
most prominent business men of his city 
a list of questions relative to their attitude 
to the belief in the existence of God, the 
purpose of human existence, the question 
of man's moral responsibility to God, of 
immortality, of providential interest in, and 
interposition for, humanity, and their 
attitude toward the church. The inquirer, 
Rev. George R. Wallace, tells in the 
Advance (Chicago) the results of his investi- 
gation. He says "the promptness, frank- 
ness, earnestness of the replies were pleas- 
antly surprising." He says further that in 
marked evidence were "the pathetic yearn- 
ing for a sufficient faith, the diversity of 
beliefs, the startling denials of doctrines 
commonly cherished by the church." In 
reply to the question, "What good is the 
church to the world ?" not one unkind criti- 
cism or weak indorsement of the church was 
received. The answers to the several 
questions made two impressions upon the 
propounder ; ' ' One is that men are interested 
as much as ever in the history of the world, 
in the great religious questions regarding 
life and destiny. The other is that never 
has there been greater need nor greater 
opportunity for ministers to present intelli- 
gently, rationally, and earnestly the funda- 
mental truths of Christianity. Men are 



54 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



hungrily seeking for true guidance in things 
spiritual. This is the age for ministers 



with a divinely inspired message; the 
world turns disappointed from all others." 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



Linking np the College Men -with 
Churches 

College and university men too often fail 
to connect themselves, says the Continent, 
with the organized Christianity of the com- 
munities where they settle after graduation, 
and sometimes men who were religious 
leaders in college life fall away from active 
religious life when they make the transition 
from study to money-making. The 
Y.M.C.A. is making a vigorous attack on the 
problem in New York and Chicago. A 
secretary in each city makes it a speciality — 
Orrin G. Cocks in New York and Harry 
T. Williams in Chicago. In New York the 
work is closely allied with the Federation of 
Churches and is expressed through the 
Laity League for Social Service. In Chi- 
cago, Mr. Williams pushes his efforts 
through the Interchurch Commission. Both 
organizations aim to interest young men 
or other capable youths in definite tasks of 
Christian effort and request pastors to 
communicate to them specific opportunity 
for work that challenges a young Christian 
to be of use to his less fortunate fellows. 

Evangelicalism Born of Experience 
with Life 

The Continent relates that Friedrich 
William Foerster, professor of pedagogy in 
the University of Zurich, has lately come 
forth as an avowed teacher of evangelical 
Christianity. Realizing that his bookish 
life was resulting in no tangible human ser- 
vice or vital apprehension of the realities 
of life, he determined to correct his book- 
learned notions by practical observations 
of social conditions. He accordingly spent 
two years studying the labor movement, 
juvenile delinquency, and the relief of the 
poor. The result was his becoming a 



worker with the specific object of forming 
character among the children. His purely 
ethical teachings failing to take hold, he 
found himself driven to the conclusion that 
"moral education can find its complete 
expression only in the Christian religion." 
The professor has fully and frankly accepted 
the position that man's unregenerate nature 
can be made capable of righteousness only 
by the unfolding of the grace of God. Pro- 
fessor Foerster writes voluminously and his 
influence in Europe is said to be spreading 
rapidly. 

Co-operation in Western Washington 

The Western Washington Home Mission 
Council, made up of representatives of all 
the evangelical denominations doing mis- 
sion work in western Washington, with 
a well-defined constitution and principles 
of co-operation, is doing efficient work in 
the way of avoiding duplicating, overlap- 
ping and waste of men and money. In a 
dozen cases where the council's advice has 
been followed, the result has been a saving 
of men and money and a strengthening of 
the forces on the field. The first "get- 
together" banquet of four hundred men, 
clergymen and laymen recently held, 
represented all the leading evangelical 
denominations. The council augurs for 
greater harmony and economy in the church 
extension work on home mission fields. 

Practical Religion in Atlanta, Georgia 

Two men, Marion M. Jackson, lawyer, 
and John J. Egan, capitalist, inspired by 
the Men and Religion Forward Movement, 
are largely responsible for a great moral 
achievement in Atlanta, Ga. Every dis- 
reputable house in that city has been closed. 
These leaders secured advertising space in 



